Rebecca Fischer                                                             

Subject: Friendship/letter writing



                           
Grade and age: 2nd grade, ages 7 and 8 
Special Education Classification: Behavior Disorder 
Content:

Students will be able to demonstrate the qualities of a good friend and understand that in order to have good friends they must be a good friend.  They will demonstrate an understanding through writing a formal letter to a friend. 

Goal: Students articulate through writing the qualities of friendship typical of second grade as a result of reading My Friend John. 
Objectives:

1. Students will be able to understand and demonstrate at least three qualities of a good friend through the writing of a letter.
2. Students will be able to write a letter using the format the teacher has presented. 

3. Students will use previously learned friendship vocabulary in their letters. 

Prerequisites: Students have been working on a Friendship Unit all week.   They have been focusing on “5 Things GOOD FRIENDS Do” From the Behavior Survival Guide for Kids (page 111).  
Introduction: Tell the students there's an old saying that goes "In order to have good friends, you have to be a good friend.  Ask: " What do you think that means?” and “Do you think it's true?”  
Instructional Procedures:  
· Begin the lesson with a discussion by asking students what characteristics make a good friend.  Using the “Behavior Survival Guide,” list “5 things good friends do.”  Add some additional qualities to the list, such as:   
· Good friends can be counted on to be there for you when you need them. 
· Good friends are loyal.

· Good friends share.

· Good friends show respect.
· Good friends help each other
· Good friends respect each other.
·  Good friends are trustworthy.
·  Good friends give each other room to change.
·  Good friends care about each other.

Because the list was written out prior to the lesson, go through each one and elicit responses from students regarding how they feel about the qualities written on the list.  Ask them “Why are these important? How can we be a better friends? Can you tell me about a friend of yours? In what way is s/he a good friend?” 
· Read with students My Friend John by Charlotte Zolotow 
· After reading discuss the relationship between John and his friend.
· Do you think that John is a good friend? Why? 
· Do you have a friendship that is similar to Johns? 
· After a brief discussion, explain to the students that they are going to be writing a letter to one of their friends. Say: “Tell your friend why and how they make a good friend.  Explain to the students that they must use at least three of the qualities listed, but may include ideas of their own.    
· Demonstrate to them, using the easel, the proper format that they should be using. “Today’s date should be in the right hand corner. Write Dear________ in the greeting.  After the letter content write a closing (Sincerely, From, Love). 
· Below that closing, write your name. 
· To close their letters they should use one of the following: 
Assessment:  Students have a letter to a friend explaining why that other person is a good friend.  Assess students understanding by their participation in class discussion and how well the letter to their friend matched the criteria.   

Follow-up Activity:  For homework direct students to write two paragraphs explaining why they are a good friend.  In their assignments have them identify the positive qualities they possess and what qualities they feel they should improve upon on order to become a better friend. 

Closure:  Allow students to decorate envelopes in which to put our letters. 
Materials:
My Friend John by Charlotte Zolotow
Easel 
The Behavior Survival Guide by (McIntyre, 2004)

Self Assessment:  To determine if the concept of the lesson was presented clearly and in an engaging manner that was comprehensive to the students, review class participation.  Review and students’ letters in order to make sure that key concepts taught throughout the lesson were included.  


