Lesson Plan for “The Behavioral Survival Guide”
BSG Chapter: 9 – Ways to Make and Keep Friends
Strategy: Ask People About Themselves, page 105

Grade Level: 4-5
Subject: Social Studies – Cultural Identity
Purpose/Overview: This lesson is designed to help students understand that people derive from various cultures and learn about some of those cultures’ values and traditions.  This lesson allows students to “open their eyes” towards differences.  This lesson also gives an opportunity for students to work in pairs and to a few things about one another by “asking them questions to get them talking” and to give them an opportunity to try to get to know about one another.  This activity is especially helpful for those who may have a disability in interacting with other students.  In this lesson, the students take initiative and learn about one another through direct learning and asking each other about themselves.
Content: Students will come to better understand the cultural differences and identities of the other students in the class.
Prerequisites: Students should…
1. know how to brainstorm ideas and questions

2. be able to identify aspects of their own culture

3. a multicultural classroom 

Instructional Objective: Students will be able to…
- compose a list of questions as a whole class that each student will use for interviews

- demonstrate the ability to work in pairs

- describe their answers and elaborate when working in pairs (no one word answers)

- identify the culture and at least 5 characteristics of that culture based on their interviews

- compose an oral report of facts learned through an interview with another student

Instructional Procedures: 
· As a “Do Now” activity, students reflect on their own culture, and jot down some ideas for a few minutes about their own culture such as what they wear, what they typically eat, where their family is from, and any traditions that they follow.

· Afterwards, the whole class comes together to brainstorm ideas about what they want to know about the cultural backgrounds of the other students in our class.  
· After brainstorming, write out the questions on the board that the students will use to interview their partners, which all the students copy into their notebooks.  
· Then select the student partners. (For those students with behavioral disorders or a learning disability, pair them with someone stronger socially and/or academically and would be willing and able to help them.)  
· The students are allowed about half an hour of class time each day for two days to interview one another.  
· The students are to write down all the answers.  
· On the third day, the students are to come up to the front of the classroom and present an oral report for about 2 minutes on what they learned about the culture and background of their partner.  
· The other students are to take notes on each presentation for their homework assignment.
Materials: 
- chalkboard (for showing the ideas for brainstorming)
- chalk (for jotting those ideas down)
- pens/pencils for students to copy notes 

- notebooks for recording the information 
Evaluation: After about two days of 25-minute questioning, the students are to report their findings orally in front of the classroom.  Each student has to say at least 5 things that they learned about their interviewee in a 2-minute oral report.  
Follow-up Activities: For homework, students write a 1-2 page paper on three different cultures that they learned about, and how they compare and contrast to their own culture.  
Self-Assessment: 
- Students were actively and productively engaged in the interviewing activity

- Oral reports contained information gathered in interviews

- Homework assignments met stated criteria
This lesson plan was developed by Candice Lam and is used with permission. 
