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Ways to help yourself Make good choices in school

Purpose:

The focus of this lesson is to have the students think creatively about how the classroom environment should be.  By creating a three fold menu-style pamphlet, the students will be able to draw off each others ideas to create an individualized sense of how classroom behavior should be carried out.  The idea behind this lesson is to have the students make better choices in class.  Students will inject their ideas into the pamphlet about what positive choices should be made in school and the classroom.  By having the students discuss and then create a personal pamphlet, they will be able to listen to each others concerns and ideas, while being able to produce their own work. This lesson will support the idea of students constructively creating rules for the class while discussing various issues with their classmates.   

1. Content: 

Students will be able to understand the correct way to behave in class so that the classroom environment is an effective and well-mannered setting.

2. Prerequisite: 

Students should have a general knowledge of the rules of the classroom.  They should be familiar with what is expected from them in the classroom and what they can expect back from the teacher in terms of behavioral norms.

3. Instructional Objective:

Upon request, students will compose three-sided pamphlet on what they believe is the perfect classroom environment.  The pamphlet will resemble a menu, open with three inside sections.  On the inside sections of the pamphlet, students must include an overall page about what the best environment is for a class, an objectives page listing what behavior needs to be displayed in order for students to make good choices in the classroom, and a help page listing different solutions to problems that may arise in class throughout the year.  The students will identity areas of bad choices that come up in class and create solutions for various problems so that students will make the right decisions.  Students will be given an opportunity to decorate the cover of the pamphlet any way they wish.  

4. Instructional Procedure:

Start Up Activity:

Students will break up into groups of four.  Have the students each take out a piece of paper, and while discussing and exchanging ideas with classmates, write down what encompasses a great classroom environment and good choices to make in a classroom.  After seven minutes of having them engaged in discussion, and the teacher circulating around the room, answering questions, ask the students to return to their normal seating arrangements.

Main Activity:

Hand each student piece of construction paper.  While this task is being completed, ask the students to read aloud some of the ideas that were discussed about the right choices to make in a classroom.  After three students have expressed their ideas, explain the pamphlet project to the class.  Explain that each student will compose a three panel pamphlet, which resembles a menu.  The first side is called the overall objectives page.  Here students will create their ideas of what comprises the best classroom environment.  Give examples (Have the students describe good choices to make when the teacher is speaking; good choices when having a problem with a classmate; good choices when having an issue with an assignment).  Next explain the objectives page.  This page is the one which students express the way they believe students and teachers should act in a classroom to ensure the best atmosphere and the best choices to make.  Provide suggestion’s as to what the kids should say to each other as described in Dr. McIntyre’s book as “Say nice things to others (Pg.104).”  Also encourage the class to use the “helping habit” principle when forming ideas (pg. 106).  Finally, the last page will be called the help page.  This page is one which students display their problem solving abilities.  They list a chain of events that should occur if a student has a behavioral issue in the class and the correct choices the student should make.  Students will come up with solutions in this section that will help the students render the wrong choice they have made, and what that student needs to do in order to make the correct decision.
Closure Activity:

After about 30 minutes of creating the pamphlets, students return to their original groups and present their products to the other students.  After that activity, decide as a class where in the room their pamphlets should be displayed.

5. Materials:

· Construction paper

· Markers

· Glue

6. Assessment/Evaluation:

Students are assessed on the product they produce.  The point of this lesson is get students to think about how they and others should act within the classroom, what good choices should be made in the class.  Based on what they write on their pamphlets, the teacher is able to observe which students have an appropriate understanding for the correct choices that are to be made in a classroom, while uncovering issues other students may have.  The educator will evaluate the students on how adequately they completed the pamphlet and the degree of thought that went into devising solutions to creating good choices.  
7. Follow-up Activities:

Students will use the wall where their pamphlets are displayed as a place to go and look for solutions to issues that arise in class.  In addition, when a student does not act in the correct way, the educator can use the wall as a time out area which to send the child.  Here students can read some of the things their classmates wrote.  It can also be used to instruct the student on how to best incorporate those ideas into their behavior pattern to ensure that inappropriate behavior does not happen again.

8. 
Self Evaluation
The educator can self evaluate themselves by observing the students finished work and assessing what students wrote.  If the students have a solid understanding for what is needed to make good choices in a classroom, then the teacher will know they have done their job of establishing a behavior standard for the class.  However, if the information received by the teacher is scattered and the students do not have a firm grasp on how to make acceptable choices in class, the teacher will be able to recognize this as a problem and begin to implement various behavioral strategies so the students know how to act in the classroom. 
